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former comrade-in-arms of Dr. Schuschnigg.   Seyss-Inquai
enjoyed Schuschnigg's full confidence.   But six months late
he cold-bloodedly betrayed him and in league with Papei*
delivered up Austria to Hitler.
The idea of the National Political Committee was this:
into the confines of the rigorously Austrian organisation of
the c Fatherland Front' some National representatives were
to be introduced for collaboration. From the beginning
the nature of this collaboration was that Seyss-Inquart and
his accomplices worked their hardest to extend the rights of
the National Socialists in Austria, to permeate the Civil
Service, and to found treasonable nuclei in as many places
as possible.
Papeh of course had his finger'well in the pie. He helped
in organising, intervened in the name of the German Reich
wherever the National Political Committee could not carry
out its plans alone, and saw to it that arms and cash poured
in from Germany.
In July 1937 Schuschnigg travelled to Italy once more,
his object being to discuss personally with Mussolini the
dangers of these developments in Austria, and to appeal for
his intervention.
But Mussolini would not receive Schuschnigg. After two
days the Austrian Chancellor had to return empty-handed
to Vienna, where in the meantime Papen had stirred up
fresh unrest. German delegates who had come to Vienna
to clarify the treaty of the previous July were aggrieved by
attacks in the Austrian Press, and Papen was threatening
that the deputation would immediately return. Schusch-
nigg had to intervene : the result was that the sale of Hitler's
Mein Kampf^ which had hitherto been banned, was now
allowed.
Herr von Papen now felt firmer ground under his feet.
He took cover behind his friend Dr. Schmidt, the Foreign
'Minister. Twice in the course of three months the Austrian
Foreign Minister had dealings with the German Govern-
ment on Papen's advice. Once he met von Neurath,
the German Foreign Minister, on the Arlberg in July,